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Sun. July 25 : Airport limo service receives
arriving guests outside of customs, typical
arrival time from the US 9:00 PM. Guests are
taken to the R adisson Hotel, Quito

(www.r adisson.com.ec). We use the Radisson
because it is relatively close to the airport,
creature comfortable and guests will be leaving
Quito first thing in the AM.




Mon.July26 : FI i ght to San Cristobal @al apagos
your Galapagos National Park guide. Typical arrival time 1PM.

$ Lunch and then youoll soon be fishing wi
s % See details below. It is more of a historic/cultural experience

than a real fishing expedition.

Fish with loca Is that afternoon. This is a trip out with the local

fishermen where theyo6ll explain/discuss how
what 6s happened to the fisheries, whatods hap
youdll go catch some fish for the nhghtods me
the fishermanés family. We were pioneers 1in

with locals program with the National Park. The commercial fishermen
must give up their commercial fishing license irrevocably to be able to
have the license to take visitors out fishing . For the environment this
means instead of harvesting thousands of fish a year to survive, they

only harvest hundreds, all of which are eaten here thus also reducing

the carbon footprint of importing or exporting food. For the fishermen



themselves this al lows them direct contact with people from outside

t he Gal apagos (one of our fAheartso i s sponso
study in the US) and for our visitors it allows them a glimpse into a

different life style and a first hand account of the history of li fe in the

Galapagos.

Galapagos Notes:

Your bilingual guide is available dawn to dusk for whatever you may

need. He/she has a thorough knowledge of the geology, biology,

history, current status and gossip of the Galapagos, as well as the

experien ce of living here and knows when and where to be in order to

make the most of your time, whether 1 t06s 1igu
viewing, snorkeling or hammock location. They are some of the nicest

people you have ever met too.

On San Cristobal you willbe s taying at Casa de Nelly, first row of

pictures below. On Isabela at Casa de Marita second row of photos.

This tour is focused more toward adventure and exploration rather

than shopping and fine dining. Breakfasts are had at the hotel. All

other meals are p rovided by the premier restaurants here, Miramar

with its award winning chef Santiago Teran on San Cristobal and Oasis

with Adown homed cooking by Jenny on | sabel a




Should anyone wish to, Salsa dancing is available some late nights at
the |l ocal 6s c¢club where youdéll be the only gri
locals will likely be buying drinks and showing you some steps.

It is entirely possible to snorkel
every dawn and sunset with the
sea life. Your guide has years of
experience snorkeling  with
everyone from deep water free
divers to complete novices. Most
of them are certified Dive
Masters. Their goal is to be sure
you enjoy all the riches of the
Galapagos to the fullest and quite
a few of those riches are to be
found underwater.

Tues. July 27: All day chartered boat trip to tip of the
island and islets. Snorkeling with sharks, rays, turtles and
sea lions. Visit nesting grounds of Frigate Birds, Pelicans,
Boobies, Tropical birds, etc. Roam gorgeous, deserted,
pristine beaches that could make travel posters cry.




Typical hectic morning, Galapagos, Ecuador. Note sea turtle just beyond reach.

Wed. July 28: All day tour of the far side of the

island: Commune with the Giant Tortoises in their
reserve, visit the  local farms where much of the
food provided is grown, bananas, bamboo, papaya,
guavas etc. People are often surprised at how
entertaining thls VISIt actually is. Visit Puerto Chino (pristine isolated

beach) and El Junco, the highest elevation on the island and volcano
crater now filled with water.

We have also been pioneering a program with local farmers to

purchase produce from them. The town has grown accustomed to
purchasing its produce from the continent where the large corporate
farms can afford to g  row, ship the produce and sell for a price that has
made farming here a non profitable enterprise. We know generally
months in advance how many people are coming and can go to the
farmers and tell them on this date we are going to need X number of
tomatoes , lettuce, etc. Many of these crops they can plant and grow
knowing they will have a secure market for them.



Thur. July 29:  Travel to Isabela Island. This

involves a short inter island plane flight. The flight

is very scenic and an opport  unity few tourists

receive to view the Galapagos Islands from the air.

The plane lands in Puerto Villamil, Isabela where
you will check into Casa de Marita. It is possible to snorkel with
penguins there right in front of the hotel. There is a long beach to walk
where flamingos can often be seen.

Your hotel fronts a long sand beach where occasionally flamingos can

be seen wading in the surf. Sometimes weather, energy levels or
constantly changing flight schedules play a part in how your time on

Isa bela shakes out. You have essentially two full days on Isabela. You
will likely hike to a volcano, Sierra Negra, see the tortoise breeding
station, lunch at a private tortoise farm, Campo Duro, be stalking
flamingos, penguins and marine iguanas. You will h ave a chartered

boat trip to Shark I sland where sharks

can



